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MEDIA ADVISORY

DEPUTY MINISTER MARKS HUMAN RIGHTS MONTH WITH THE HANDING
OVER OF NEWLY BUILT HOMES TO FARM DWELLERS IN MPUMALANGA

24 MARCH 2022

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development Mr Mcebisi
Skwatsha together with the Mpumalanga Acting MEC for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Land and Environmental Affairs Ms BP Shiba, and MEC for Human
Settlement Mr Speedy Mashilo will on Saturday 26" March 2022, handover 35
houses to farm dwellers and labour tenants from Paardeplaats and Rietfontien Farms,
in Emakhazeni Local Municipality, as part of the Human Rights month activities.

The houses were built by the DALRRD for the thirty-five households as part of an
initiative to provide shelter and basic services for farm dwellers and labour tenants
who were destitute and living in informal makeshift structures. Members of these
communities had successfully applied to DALRRD to have their land claims settled in
terms of the Labour Tenants Act. The Act gives rights to labour tenants to apply to the
Department for subsidy with which land can be purchased for their benefit.

Over 8000 applications were lodged in Mpumalanga and under half of these were
successfully settled. The Department is in the process of settling the remaining
applications, either through new acquisition of land or disposal of state land.

The units which will be handed over at a ceremony at the Paardeplaats Farm,
comprise three bedrooms, one bathroom, an open plan kitchen and lounge area. In
terms of the provision of basic services, the following has been achieved:

1) 4.5Kva Off grid energy solutions and solar geysers
2) Off grid sanitation solution.
3) Water supply and reticulation

Members of the media are invited to cover the event as follows:

Date . Saturday 26 March 2022

Venue : Paardeplaats Farm, in Emakhazeni Local Municipality, Mpumalanga
Province

Time : 09:00
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For RSVP and further information regarding the event, kindly contact the following officials:
Ms Zithini Dlamini on 082 4611 890 / zithini.dlamini@dalrrd.gov.za; and Mr Mphahlela Given
Rammutla on 076 823 4678, Mphahlela.Rammutla@dalrrd.gov.za.

-END-

Issued by the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development:

° Media Liaison Officer and Spokesperson: Mr Reggie Ngcobo, 066 298 0980 or
MLO.Minister@dalrrd.gov.za.

. Eviction Toll-free Number 0800 007 095

Follow us on:

MO
. Gi
@DALRRDgov_ZA, Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development or DALRRDgov_ZA
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